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and Dusapin. In contrast, violinist Alina
Ibragimova and cellist Anne Gastinel both
perform solo Bach in their recitals.

SWITZERLAND

Gaia Chamber Music Festival

15–17 May

www.gaia-festival.com

Romantic castles and a picturesque theatre
are the settings for a long weekend of
chamber music in Thun. The Lipkind
Quartet, led by Israeli-born cellist Gavriel
Lipkind and featuring festival founder
Gwendolyn Masin on violin, is the
ensemble in residence. Its concerts feature
quartets by Rachmaninoff and Dvořák, 
as well as Schumann’s Piano Quintet 
and Schubert’s String Quintet.

Lake Constance Chamber Music

29 August–6 September

www.kammermusikbodensee.ch

On board the MS Sonnenkönigin, a 
futuristic hybrid of river cruiser and 
high-tech concert hall, audiences can listen
to the Swiss Piano Trio and the Edinburgh
Quartet and watch the waters of Lake
Constance (Bodensee) drift by. The same
ensembles continue the music making
back on dry land in Kreuzlingen, where
they are joined by the Gryphon Trio
for celebrations of the Haydn and
Mendelssohn bicentennials. 

Lucerne Festival in Summer

12 August–19 September

www.lucernefestival.ch

This year’s festival theme is nature, and
Kolja Blacher plays Vivaldi’s Four Seasons
with Festival Strings Lucerne. There are
recitals by rising stars Marie-Elizabeth
Hecker and Vilde Frang, and Eric-Maria
Couturier performs Saariaho’s Amer for
cello and electronics. Elsewhere, the
Arditti Quartet premieres a new quartet 
by Klaus Huber, and there are performances
by Lisa Batiashvili, Viktoria Mullova, 
Yo-Yo Ma and the Emerson, Paval Haas
and Stradivari quartets.

Menuhin Festival Gstaad 

17 July–5 September 

www.menuhinfestivalgstaad.ch 

This year sees the tenth anniversary of 
the death of the festival’s founder, Yehudi
Menuhin. Violinist Daniel Hope leads the
Camerata Salzburg in a commemorative

concert with performances of Bach,
Vivaldi, Bartók and Steve Reich. Brothers
Renaud and Gautier Capuçon perform
Stravinsky and Ravel, Joshua Bell plays
the Brahms Violin Concerto with the
London Symphony Orchestra under
Valery Gergiev, and the Leipzig Quartet
performs a cycle of late Beethoven quartets.

Verbier Festival

17 July–2 August

www.verbierfestival.com

Vadim Repin launches proceedings in the
Alps with Brahms’s Violin Concerto. The
big-name chamber music collaborations
then begin in earnest, with cellist Mischa
Maisky and violinists Janine Jansen and
Joshua Bell among the leading lights.
The Ébène Quartet offers an all-French
programme of quartets by Debussy,
Fauré and Ravel, and there are two
 performances of the Schnittke String Trio,
one featuring Dmitry Sitkovetsky,
Yuri Bashmet and Torleif Thedéen,
and the other Leonidas Kavakos,
Kim Kashkashian and Gautier Capuçon.

NORTH AMERICA – CANADA
ONTARIO

Festival of the Sound

17 July–9 August

www.festivalofthesound.ca

The Leipzig, Lafayette and Penderecki
quartets come to Parry Sound in central
Ontario to celebrate the Festival of the
Sound’s 30th anniversary. All three 
ensembles feature a Haydn quartet in 
their programmes. Mendelssohn’s 200th
anniversary is marked with performances
of his Violin Sonata in F minor and the
Octet. There’s also improvised and
contemporary music from the Dutch 
string quartet Zapp.

NORTH AMERICA – US
CALIFORNIA

Festival del Sole

17–25 July

www.festivaldelsole.com

Festival del Sole’s concerts are staged in 
the area’s vineyards so that visitors can
experience the beautiful scenery and enjoy
local wine as well as the performances. Sarah
Chang plays in two concerts, including the
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto, while
violinist Nikolaj Znaider and cellist
Nina Kotova both give two concerts.

Music@Menlo

17 July–8 August

www.musicatmenlo.org

Mendelssohn is the focus of this year’s
events, with 14 concerts commemorating
his bicentenary, and the Pacifica Quartet
making its festival debut with a complete
cycle of the composer’s string quartets.
Two Carte Blanche concerts, curated by
the performers, feature cellist Colin Carr
and violinist Joseph Swensen. Open 
masterclasses and family concerts are 
just a few of the festival’s other events.

COLORADO

Music in the Mountains

10 July–2 August

www.musicinthemountains.com

Violinists Philippe Quint and Vadim
Gluzman are among the international
performers heading to Colorado for the
Music in the Mountains festival. Quint
performs the Sibelius Concerto and
Gluzman the Serenade by Bernstein, and
both players also feature in chamber music
programmes. Irish-American fiddler Eileen
Ivers brings her band Immigrant Soul to
the festival for two nights of Celtic music. 

Strings Music Festival

27 June–31 July

www.stringsmusicfestival.com

Violinist Elmar Oliveira opens the summer
season of concerts in Steamboat Springs
with a performance of the Mendelssohn
Violin Concerto. Other highlights include
music by Piazzolla played by the Cuarteto
Latinoamericano and a multimedia 
performance of Chinese composer Chan
Ka-Nin’s …and the masks evoke… by the
Gryphon Trio. Bringing the international
flavour closer to home is Leahy, a fiddle-
driven family folk band from Canada.

www.thestrad.com

Sol Gabetta performs at the Menuhin Festival 
Gstaad, Switzerland
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as well as Schumann’s Piano Quintet 
and Schubert’s String Quintet.

Lake Constance Chamber Music

29 August–6 September

www.kammermusikbodensee.ch

On board the MS Sonnenkönigin, a 
futuristic hybrid of river cruiser and 
high-tech concert hall, audiences can listen
to the Swiss Piano Trio and the Edinburgh
Quartet and watch the waters of Lake
Constance (Bodensee) drift by. The same
ensembles continue the music making
back on dry land in Kreuzlingen, where
they are joined by the Gryphon Trio
for celebrations of the Haydn and
Mendelssohn bicentennials. 

Lucerne Festival in Summer

12 August–19 September

www.lucernefestival.ch

This year’s festival theme is nature, and
Kolja Blacher plays Vivaldi’s Four Seasons
with Festival Strings Lucerne. There are
recitals by rising stars Marie-Elizabeth
Hecker and Vilde Frang, and Eric-Maria
Couturier performs Saariaho’s Amer for
cello and electronics. Elsewhere, the
Arditti Quartet premieres a new quartet 
by Klaus Huber, and there are performances
by Lisa Batiashvili, Viktoria Mullova, 
Yo-Yo Ma and the Emerson, Paval Haas
and Stradivari quartets.

Menuhin Festival Gstaad 

17 July–5 September 

www.menuhinfestivalgstaad.ch 

This year sees the tenth anniversary of 
the death of the festival’s founder, Yehudi
Menuhin. Violinist Daniel Hope leads the
Camerata Salzburg in a commemorative

concert with performances of Bach,
Vivaldi, Bartók and Steve Reich. Brothers
Renaud and Gautier Capuçon perform
Stravinsky and Ravel, Joshua Bell plays
the Brahms Violin Concerto with the
London Symphony Orchestra under
Valery Gergiev, and the Leipzig Quartet
performs a cycle of late Beethoven quartets.

Verbier Festival

17 July–2 August

www.verbierfestival.com

Vadim Repin launches proceedings in the
Alps with Brahms’s Violin Concerto. The
big-name chamber music collaborations
then begin in earnest, with cellist Mischa
Maisky and violinists Janine Jansen and
Joshua Bell among the leading lights.
The Ébène Quartet offers an all-French
programme of quartets by Debussy,
Fauré and Ravel, and there are two
 performances of the Schnittke String Trio,
one featuring Dmitry Sitkovetsky,
Yuri Bashmet and Torleif Thedéen,
and the other Leonidas Kavakos,
Kim Kashkashian and Gautier Capuçon.

NORTH AMERICA – CANADA
ONTARIO

Festival of the Sound

17 July–9 August

www.festivalofthesound.ca

The Leipzig, Lafayette and Penderecki
quartets come to Parry Sound in central
Ontario to celebrate the Festival of the
Sound’s 30th anniversary. All three 
ensembles feature a Haydn quartet in 
their programmes. Mendelssohn’s 200th
anniversary is marked with performances
of his Violin Sonata in F minor and the
Octet. There’s also improvised and
contemporary music from the Dutch 
string quartet Zapp.

NORTH AMERICA – US
CALIFORNIA

Festival del Sole

17–25 July

www.festivaldelsole.com

Festival del Sole’s concerts are staged in 
the area’s vineyards so that visitors can
experience the beautiful scenery and enjoy
local wine as well as the performances. Sarah
Chang plays in two concerts, including the
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto, while
violinist Nikolaj Znaider and cellist
Nina Kotova both give two concerts.

Music@Menlo

17 July–8 August

www.musicatmenlo.org

Mendelssohn is the focus of this year’s
events, with 14 concerts commemorating
his bicentenary, and the Pacifica Quartet
making its festival debut with a complete
cycle of the composer’s string quartets.
Two Carte Blanche concerts, curated by
the performers, feature cellist Colin Carr
and violinist Joseph Swensen. Open 
masterclasses and family concerts are 
just a few of the festival’s other events.

COLORADO

Music in the Mountains

10 July–2 August

www.musicinthemountains.com

Violinists Philippe Quint and Vadim
Gluzman are among the international
performers heading to Colorado for the
Music in the Mountains festival. Quint
performs the Sibelius Concerto and
Gluzman the Serenade by Bernstein, and
both players also feature in chamber music
programmes. Irish-American fiddler Eileen
Ivers brings her band Immigrant Soul to
the festival for two nights of Celtic music. 

Strings Music Festival

27 June–31 July

www.stringsmusicfestival.com

Violinist Elmar Oliveira opens the summer
season of concerts in Steamboat Springs
with a performance of the Mendelssohn
Violin Concerto. Other highlights include
music by Piazzolla played by the Cuarteto
Latinoamericano and a multimedia 
performance of Chinese composer Chan
Ka-Nin’s …and the masks evoke… by the
Gryphon Trio. Bringing the international
flavour closer to home is Leahy, a fiddle-
driven family folk band from Canada.

www.thestrad.com

Sol Gabetta performs at the Menuhin Festival 
Gstaad, Switzerland

M
A

RC
O

BO
RG

G
RE

V
E

056-060 Festivals  3/4/09  16:46  Page 59


